SUMMARY A 31 year old man with a condyloma latum simulating a keratoacanthoma at the umbilicus is reported. The umbilicus should be included in the list of known sites of predilection for condylomata lata.
Accepted for publication 17 January 1987 sexual intercourse with a prostitute about three months before the onset of the lesion, but had not developed any signs of early infectious syphilis after the exposure. The diagnosis was revised to secondary syphilis with umbilical condyloma latum, and the patient was treated with two intramuscular injections of benzathine penicillin 2-4 MIU given a week apart. Review one month after the start of treatment disclosed only slight post inflammatory hyperpigmentation (figure 2). Follow up VDRL tests were reactive at a titre of 1/16 one month later, and 1/4 six months later.
Discussion
Keratoacanthoma is a benign tumour that occurs more commonly on the face and hands than on clothed skin. In a study of 250 keratoacanthomas occurring in 238 patients, the umbilicus was not included as a site where keratoacanthomas were usually found.1 The diagnosis in our patient was decided from the results of the histological examination and the treponemal serology tests, which excluded the other diagnoses. Condyloma latum of the umbilicus has been reported before. 
